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JOSEPH & AGNES: TREK OUT OF ACADIA...

On 12 June 2010, the ‘Asso-
ciation des familles
Thériault d'Amérique’
commemorated an impor-
tant fifth-generation Aca-
dian ancestor of the Terriot
family. (The fifth generation
of the Terriot family is the
generation that spans the
years of the  Grand
Dérangement.) For many
years from 1755 until 1759,
Joseph Terriot of Grand Pré
and his spouse, Agnes Cor-
mier managed to evade the
pernicious hunts of the Eng-

lish to deport the Acadians . .
during the ‘Grand Dérange- “Les Trois Toits”. The church of Saint-Jean-Port-Joli erected in 1779-1781. This view of
, the church features its elegant roof-line (‘Trois Toits’). The architecture was of course
ment’. Eventually, Joseph and influenced by the French tradition from Normandy and Brittany. Although Joseph was
Agnés capitulated and fled not able to enjoy this church because of his early death in 1765, Agnés and her elder
children no doubt provided help in building this church and later supporting the parish.

their beloved Acadia leaving
their home and property around Beaubassin (present day Amherst). Married for 13 years, they had six
Showing places important to Joseph & Agneés: St-Frangois-de-la- children at the time: two sons and four
Riviere-du-Sud, Saint-Jean-Port-Joli, and La Pocatiére areas. daughters. The youngest was an infant
daughter believed to have been born just

before they left Acadia. This was a long and
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la-Pocatiere in 1765 while at the young age of 47. The elder sons, who were still in their late adoles-
cence, continued their father’s work on the land and made their lives in Saint-Jean-Port-Joli.

ARRIVING AT SAINT-JEAN-PORT-JOLI. | arrived for the Commemoration on Friday, 11 June, which al-
lowed me time to acquaint myself with the adopted land of my 5" great-grandfather, Joseph. | wanted
to see the lands that Joseph saw after he arrived in 1759. | wanted to see if there might be some old
buildings from that era that Joseph might have also seen. Traveling northward from Saint-Jean-Port-Joli
on Route 132 with the St-Lawrence River at my left, | was able to see the very fertile lands to the east
that continue very flatly for some 50 kms before rising to meet the end of the 1800-foot high Appala-
chian mountains on the American side of the international boundary. (It is interesting to note that Saint-
Jean-Port-Joli is only about 100 km ‘as the crow flies’ from my native Madawaska region to the east and
is at the same latitude (47.3 degrees.) The flatness of the lands are ideal for cultivation which of course
was of great value to Joseph and the other tenant farmers, or ‘habitants’ of the seigneurie.

From Saint-Jean-Port-Joli, | continued northeastward on Route 132 following the St-Lawrence River to-
wards another village that was well-known to Joseph and Agnés, the village of Saint-Roch-des-Aulnaies.
Stopping just north of the parish, | was able to see the beautiful, wide Saint-Lawrence River with the pa-
rish church of Saint-Roch-des-Aulnaies in the background (shown above). This scene definitely took me
to Joseph’s time. Although the church of Saint-Roch, which was built in 1849, was not there at the time,
surely Joseph must have enjoyed this scene as he passed down this road.

How serene and how beautiful!
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As | turned around to the southeast, | could see those rich, fertile fields, the farm houses and barns with
the backdrop of the Appalachian foothills in the distance... a virtual paradise (at least at this time of the
year.)

Returning to Saint-Jean-Port-Joli, | looked for any structures from the 18" century. | was fortunate to
find one across the highway from the church of Saint-Roch. It was a gem of a cottage that gave
testament of its French architecture, in this case, from Brittany with the twin chimneys built into the
walls at either end of the cottage. Perhaps, our Joseph might have seen this quaint cottage in Saint-
Roch-des-Aulnies?

MEETING OLD AND NEW FRIENDS.
On the eve of the commemoration, a
few of us gathered at the “Café La
Coureuse des Greves” for dinner to
‘catch up’ with each others’ news and
to meet some new acquaintances. It
was a delight seeing Murielle The-
riault, (delegate for the George and
Virginie Thériault Great-Branch) and
her husband, Leo Coté as well as
Gérard Thériault (delegate for the Leo

and Marguerite Thériault Great-
Branch in Nova Scotia) and his spouse, Gertrude from Petit Ruisseau, Nova Scotia, and Guy Thériault
(our delegate for the August and Eveline Great-Branch from St-Arsene, QC). We met Murielle’s brother
Paul and his spouse as well as Marie-Claire Nicol from Massachusetts our new delegate for a new Great-
Branch, the Xavier Theriault and Priscille Jalbert Great-Branch from Sainte-Epiphane, QC. Xavier was a
descendant of Paul who was an elder brother of our Joseph. It is worthy to note that Joseph and Paul
are two of only three members of the 5 generation of the Terriot family whose descendants migrated
to the Madawaska region in the 1800’s. The third member was a cousin, Joseph, whose father; Joseph
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was the first Terriot to migrate to the Caraquet region. We toasted the success of the commemoration
and we all looked forward to the commemoration on the following day.

THE COMMEMORATION. We gathered in Saint-Jean-Port-Joli at the Centre Rousseau at around 10:45
on Saturday morning. Everyone was greeted warmly by a well-organized team who issued badges, ans-
wered questions and made sure that everyone would be comfortable during the touring activities.

A good example of the planning that was involved in the prepa-

rations was the badges. In most cases, badges are simply used | & J.-Ralph Theriault
to identify the person. But in this case, they were also used to 1\“9
identify the relationship of the individual with Joseph or other Joseph/Charles

ancestors. It was easy for everyone to introduce themselves

and as a result, the conversations between the 175 attendants Harvard, MA, USA

throughout the day were very interesting. . :
OUR CONVERSATION PIECE. This badge iden-

tifies the individual as a descendant of

. . Charles, son of Joseph.
church at St-Jean-Port-Joli and its cemetery followed by a tour

The general agenda for the day started with a tour of the parish

of the ancestral farm and lands granted to Joseph and Agnes. The evening started with cocktails and
dinner followed by a Conference on Joseph by Jean-Daniel Thériault. The day was concluded with a con-
cert and some words from the Association President, Denis Thériault.

THE TOURS. At around 11:45, the group departed on four buses for a tour of the parish church at Saint-
Jean-Port-Joli shown below and on page 1. In general, the tour was very well organized by a team from
the ‘Association...” with the principal tour director being Jean-Daniel Thériault, recent author of “Une
Famille Acadienne a Saint-Jean-Port-Joli: Joseph Thériault et Agnés Cormier”, self-published May 2009.

As we mentioned earlier, Joseph and his family spent their first
four years in New France on the southern shores of the Saint-
Lawrence going from the parish of Saint-Francois-de-Sales-de-la-
Riviere-du-Sud in the Montmagny area where they first arrived
and where they lived for about a year. Afterward, they moved to
Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pocatiére. Initially, Joseph probably worked as a
laborer for local farmers because he had not yet been granted a
concession that he could farm. So, Joseph moved his family whe-
rever they could rent a house and wherever there was work that
he could find. When they arrived in 1759, his two elder sons, Jac-

ques and Anselme were just 12 and 13, respectively. So in the be-
ginning, Joseph was the only ‘bread-winner’ in the family. He really

did not get much help until Jacques turned 14 in 1761 when they
were living in the La Pocatiére area. When Joseph received his
grant in 1763, he no doubt made plans to build a home on the land and began to cultivate the land. Be-
ing 16 and 17 in age, his two sons added their full-time efforts of building and cultivating. Unfortunately,
Joseph would enjoy this time for a mere two years before he died suddenly in 1765. At that time, they
had 9 children and Agnés was pregnant with their 10" child, a daughter who she named Charlotte.
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Agnes and her children continued their life together on
their land for at least 10 years before the elder children
began to marry.

Jean-Daniel Thériault in his tour presentation at the parish
church of Saint-Jean-Port-Joli explained that some time af-

B iy terward, Joseph’s land was divided to provide lands for
ng -70.213850* both Jacques and Anselme and for one of the daughters
and her husband. Years later, when they died, the two sons
and their mother were buried under the church or in a
cemetery by the side of the church. Such distinction is
usually accorded to lifelong benefactors of the parish. Jean
Daniel escorted the group to the current cemetery to talk
about some of Joseph’s descendants who were buried

there. It was a beautiful day in Saint-Jean-Port-Joli!

St-Aubert
O

Map of St-Jean-Port-Joli showing the location of We moved on to the “2e Rang” and the “Céte des Chénes”,

the Joseph Terriot Monument (red star) and the  the site of the new monument commemorating Joseph and
route to follow (in black) to the monument from

“Route de L'Eglise. his grant. (The geographic coordinates of the monument

are: Lat 47.228433°, Long -70.213860°). The ride to the ‘con-
cessions’ was fun. At this point, everyone was comfortable with each other and jokes had begun to be
exchanged.

The sun was shining and
the air was warm and dry.
On the ‘Cote des Chénes’
road, the buses stopped
and parked on Joseph’s old
farm. We were escorted to
the site of the new monu-
ment where Denis Thériault
and his team were waiting
for us. Denis addressed the
tour group and finished by
unveiling the monument.

The inscription reads (in
French):

“A few steps from here to
the  southeast, Joseph

Thériault (Ca 1719'1765)' View of the Joseph Terriot farm and land looking to the southeast. The foundation of
Agnes Cormier (1722-1798) the farmhouse can be seen today off to the right of the photo.

and their children, who originated from the Beaubassin area in Acadia, built their home on this land
which they received as a grant on 23 September 1763. This was the beginning of a new life for the
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members of this family which had left every-
thing behind to avoid being deported like
many of their fellow Acadians.

Reunited in Saint-Jean-Port-Joli, on 12 June
2010, the descendants of Joseph and Agneés
and the members of the ‘Association des fa-
milles Thériault d’Amérique’ erected this mo-
nument to the memory of these courageous
ancestors.”

The remainder of the afternoon was spent
touring the local area around the monument.
As we rode back to Centre Rousseau, our tour
director took us to some of the local com-
munities that include descendants of Joseph.

21 June 2010

The leadership (identified by circles, left to right): Guy, Jean-

The local families waved at us and were very Daniel, Murielle, Denis; all Thériaults of course. Photo courtesy of
welcoming. We arrived at the Centre Rousseau France Gagnon, Laval, Québec.
to the wonderful fragrances of food cooking. Dinner was soon served followed by a most beautiful con-

cert by Peggy Bélanger who was accompanied by guitarist (and lutist) Michel Angers. They opened the

concert with a spell-binding ‘Evangeline’... | did not see a dry eye in the hall when Peggy finished her

opening number.

PERSONAL NOTE. | wish to thank the ‘Asso-
ciation des familles Thériault d’Amérique’ for
their warm welcome, their superb and effi-
cient organization and a tour that was most
informative and educational. Bravo to the
team and special kudos to the leadership
including Denis, Guy, Jean-Daniel and Muriel
(all Theriault’s of course)! Representatives
from other Terriot organizations on the con-
tinent were also invited and were in atten-
dance including Gérard (from Nova Scotia),
Onil (from New Brunswick) and myself (from
the United States). It was also good to see
other old friends like Alain Thérriault, Guy

Theriault, Jacques Thériault and others. Finally, ‘un grand merci’ to my cousin Lucien “Bob” Thériault

and his fair lady, Jacqueline for joining me for the day Saturday from Saint-Jacques, NB to help represent

Charles’ branch of the Joseph and Agnés Terriot family.

—J. R. Theriault
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